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Week 1
Week 2
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Week 4
Week 5
Week 6
Week 7
Week 8
Week 9
Week 10

w���

1�

Jeremiah 33:3

“Pray to me, and I will answer
you. I will tell you important
secrets. You have never heard
these things before.”

w���

1�

Philippians 1:6

God began doing a good
work in you. And he will
continue it until it is finished
when Jesus Christ comes
again. I am sure of that.

w���

1�

Isaiah 40:8
The grass dies, and
the flowers fall. But
the word of our God
will live forever.

w���

1�

1 Corinthians 10:13

The only temptations that you have
are the temptations that all people
have. But you can trust God. He will
not let you be tempted more than
you can stand. But when you are
tempted, God will also give you a
way to escape that temptation.
Then you will be able to stand it.

w���

1�

Matthew 4:17

From that time Jesus began
to preach, saying “Change
your hearts and lives,
because the kingdom of
heaven is coming soon.”

w���

1�

Proverbs 13:20

Whoever spends time with
wise people will become wise.
But whoever makes friends
with fools will suffer.

w���

1�

John 11:35

Jesus cried.

w���

1�

2 Chronicles 7:14

“My people, who are called by
my name, will be sorry for what
they have done. They will pray
and obey me and stop their evil
ways. If they do, I will hear them
from heaven. I will forgive their
sin, and I will heal their land.”
w���

2�

Mark 1:17

“Come and follow me. I will
make you fishermen for men.”

w���

1�

John 11:25

“I am the resurrection and the
life. He who believes in me
will have life even if he dies.”

w���

2�

Galatians 2:20

I do not live anymore—it is
Christ living in me. I still
live in my body, but I live
by faith in the Son of God.
He loved me and gave
himself to save me.
w���

2�

1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins, he will
forgive our sins. We can trust
God. He does what is right. He
will make us clean from all the
wrongs we have done.

w���

2�

Luke 10:27

“Love the Lord your God.
Love him with all your
heart, all your soul, all your
strength, and all your mind.”
Also, “You must love your
neighbor as yourself.”
w���

2�

1 Corinthians 10:31

So if you eat, or if you
drink, or if you do
anything, do everything
for the glory of God.

w���

2�

Luke 22:42

“Father, if it is what you want,
then let me not have this cup
of suffering. But do what you
want, not what I want.”

w���

2�

John 13:34

“I give you a new command:
Love each other.
You must love each
other as I have loved you.”

w���

2�

1 Samuel 16:7

“God does not see the same
way people see. People look
at the outside of a person, but
the Lord looks at the heart.”

w���

2�

Ephesians 4:32

Be kind and loving to each
other. Forgive each other just
as God forgave you in Christ.

w���

2�

John 14:6

“I am the way. And I am
the truth and the life. The
only way to the Father
is through me.”

w���

3�

1 Timothy 4:12

You are young, but do not let
anyone treat you as if you were
not important. Be an example
to show the believers how they
should live. Show them with
your words, with the way you
live, with your love, with your
faith, and with your pure life.
w���

3�

Joshua 1:8

“Always remember what is
written in the Book of the
Teachings. Study it day and
night. Then you will be sure
to obey everything that is
written there. If you do this,
you will be wise and
successful in everything.”

w���

3�

Philippians 3:13-14

I forget the things that are past.
I try as hard as I can to reach
the goal that is before me. I keep
trying to reach the goal and get
the prize. That prize is mine
because God called me through
Christ to the life above.
w���

3�

Ephesians 6:1

Children, obey your parents
the way the Lord wants. This
is the right thing to do.

w���

3�

Matthew 5:41

“If a soldier forces you to go
with him one mile, then go
with him two miles.”

w���

3�

Psalm 139:14

I praise you because you
made me in an amazing
and wonderful way.

w���

3�

Romans 6:23

w���

3�

“The Holy Spirit will come
to you. Then you will receive
power. You will be my
witnesses—in Jerusalem,
in all of Judea, in Samaria,
and in every part of the world.”

w���

3�

When someone sins, he
earns what sin pays—death.
But God gives us a free
gift—life forever in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

w���

3�

James 2:26

Faith that does
nothing is dead!

Acts 1:8

Psalm 56:3

When I am afraid,
I will trust you.

w���

4�

Romans 5:8

Christ died for us while
we were still sinners. In
this way God shows his
great love for us.

w���

4�

Psalm 119:11

I have taken your words
to heart so I would not sin
against you.

w���

4�

Proverbs 20:11

Even a child is known by his
behavior. His actions show if
he is innocent and good.

w���

4�

Exodus 20:3

“You must not have any
other gods except me.”

w���

4�

Philippians 4:13

I can do all things
through Christ because
he gives me strength.

w���

4�

John 1:14

The Word became a man and
lived among us. We saw his
glory—the glory that belongs
to the only Son of the Father.
The Word was full of grace
and truth.
w���

4�

Matthew 6:9

“Our Father in heaven
we pray that your name
will always be kept holy.”

w���

4�

Zephaniah 3:17

“The Lord your God is with
you. The mighty One will
save you. The Lord will be
happy with you. You will
rest in his love. He will sing
and be joyful about you.”

w���

4�

Psalm 19:14

I hope my words and thoughts
please you. Lord, you are my
Rock, the one who saves me.

w���

5�

Revelation 22:20

Jesus is the One who says that
these things are true. Now he
says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

w���

4�

Matthew 6:33

“The thing you should want
most is God’s kingdom and
doing what God wants. Then
all these other things you
need will be given to you.”

w���

5�

Philippians 3:20

Our homeland is in heaven,
and we are waiting for our
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,
to come from heaven.

w���

5�

Ecclesiastes 12:13

Now, everything has been
heard. Here is my final
advice: Honor God and
obey his commands.

In the
beginning
God created
the sky and
the earth.
Genesis 1:1
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Week 1

Your View of the World
Have you ever tried on a pair of glasses that did
not belong to you? Things look very different, don’t
they? Like looking through different glasses, every
person looks at the world in a certain way. We call
this a worldview. The way we see our world affects
how we live and the choices we make. So what you
believe is very important. Some people think the
world happened for no reason—it just appeared
out of nowhere in one big poof! Others are not sure
how it came to be, and don’t really know why they
are here. The very first verse in the Bible gives us
the correct glasses that fit perfectly, and through
which everything looks crystal clear. Let’s answer
three important questions about this verse.

When?
“In the beginning . . .” This takes us back to the very
beginning—before anything was, the beginning of
time! Close your eyes and be as quiet as you can
for ten seconds. That’s what it was like in the beginning. It was dark and empty.
15
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Who?
Look at the next word in this verse: “In the beginning, God . . .” It was dark and empty, and God was
there. He was in the beginning before time even
began! Have you ever wondered where He came
from, or how He got there? Even though it’s hard
to understand, the Bible tells us He was just always
there. In the beginning was God.

What?
In the beginning, what did God do? He created the
sky and the earth. Wow! So out of darkness and
emptiness, He made the whole world! What a wise,
creative, amazing God we have.

16
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Dear Jesus, thank You for creating the world we
live in. You are so great and You are so amazing.
My favorite part of Your creation is . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Amen.

Now that you understand this verse, you have
a worldview! You know how we got here, and when
you see a beautiful sunset, you know who painted it.
As you begin memorizing your first verse this week,
you are putting God’s Word in your heart and mind.
His Word—the Bible—is there for you, and it will
never go away.
Say these words out loud:
God’s Word is for me and to me, it is in me
and working through me, and just like His love, it
goes on and on forever!

17
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“For God loved the
world so much that he
gave his only Son. God
gave his Son so that
whoever believes in
him may not be lost,
but have eternal life.”
John 3:16
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Week 2

What Is the Gospel?
This week’s verse is the most famous verse in the
Bible. It is sometimes called the gospel, or the good
news. God gave His only Son, Jesus, so that those
of us who believe in Him could live forever with Him
one day in heaven. Now that is good news!

Why Did God Do This?
The first part of the verse tells us exactly why God
gave His Son. “For God loved the world so much . . .”
He did it because He loves us! Do you know how
deep the ocean is? Do you know how wide it is from
the east to the west? (It would be like starting to
walk one way and never stopping!) That is how
much God loves you. And do you know the best part
about His love? It never ends. No matter what you
do or where you go, God will never stop loving you.
God loves the world so much.

19
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What Did God Do?
The second phrase in this verse tells us what God
did. “He gave His only Son.” That means that God
has one Son, and He let Him die on a cross—for you
and for me, to save us from our sins. You would have
to love someone a whole lot to give up your own
son, right? And Jesus, God’s Son, chose to follow
and obey His Father and died on a cross.

Who Did He Do This For?
The next part of this verse says, “Whoever believes
in Him may not be lost, but have eternal life.” That
means that if you believe in God, and if you believe

20
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that Jesus died for you, God has promised you life
forever in heaven! He did this for you.
God loves you so much that He gave His only
Son, and if you believe in Him, you will never be lost
and you will have eternal life! And that is the gospel.

Dear God, thank You for loving me. Thank You for
giving Your only Son for me and for Your promise
of heaven. I believe in You! Amen.

Let’s say it together:
God’s Word is for me and to me, it is in me
and working through me, and just like His love, it
goes on and on forever!
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1

everyone has a
worldview

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
genesis 1:1

E

veryone has a worldview. We all view life through
some type of lens. Certain predisposed persuasions
or seemingly benign biases do, in fact, determine how
each of us views our world. Presently, the Western world
is engaged in a huge confrontation between competing
worldviews.
I spent my boyhood years in the 1950s, when the JudeoChristian worldview was front and center in America.
Our young men and women had just returned from the
European Theatre or the South Pacific at the conclusion of
World War II. They married their high school sweethearts
and began what sociologists now call the baby boom. We
were a thankful and grateful people. Church attendance
was at an all-time high, and Bible readings were everyday occurrences in public schools. We viewed our world
through a modern yet moral lens.
My teenage years were spent in the 1960s. The assassina-
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tion of President John F. Kennedy ushered in that decade,
and something happened to the psyche of America. We
became more introspective. It began to be reflected in the
music of the day. Peter, Paul, and Mary sang, “The answer,
my friend, is blowing in the wind.” Suddenly our introspection revealed that the simple answers we thought we
held were now questioned. Our worldview began to subtly
change. For many, the answers to life’s questions that they
thought they believed seemed to be “blowing in the wind.”
Then came the 1970s, ushered in on the throes of Watergate, Roe v. Wade, and Vietnam. Society became more
skeptical. Again, it was reflected in the music of the day.
Billy Joel’s big hit in those days was “Only the Good Die
Young.” Skepticism became the lens through which many
in our culture began to view their world.
This was followed by a bit of a reprieve in the 1980s.
Ronald Reagan brought new hope as he spoke about that
“shining city on a hill.” Then came the 1990s. The Berlin
Wall fell; the Cold War came to a sudden conclusion. Next,
the new millennium was ushered in on the heels of September 11, 2001, and the War on Terror was launched with
a significant effect on the worldview of many.
Even though worldviews may change across the decades,
there is a single constant that does not change. The simple
fact is that one’s worldview can be determined by one’s
15
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response to the first four words of the Bible: “In the beginning God . . .” If we believe these four words, then we will
view our world through the lens of Scripture that does not
change. If we do not, then we will continue to view our
world through the lens of culture that continually changes.
Perhaps there is no other verse under such constant
abuse and ridicule as Genesis 1:1. It demands the answers
to three important questions: When? Who? What?

WHEN? “In the beginning”
It should be noted that history does not begin in Genesis
1:1 but back before it, way back in the eternal councils of
God. There we find three things: love, glory, and eternal life.
Before Genesis 1:1, there was love. In His high intercessory prayer, the Lord Jesus prayed, “Father, I desire that
they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I
am, that they may behold My glory which You have given
Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world”
(John 17:24). Before the foundation of the world that is
reported in Genesis 1:1, there was love.
Back in the eternal recesses of God, before the events
of Genesis 1:1, there also existed glory. Earlier in that
same prayer, Jesus had prayed, “Now, O Father, glorify Me
together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You
before the world was” (John 17:5). Long before what we
refer to as the “beginning,” the glory of God existed.
There also existed the promise of eternal life back before
16
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the “beginning.” The apostle Paul, writing to Titus and
inspired by the Holy Spirit Himself, penned it thus: “In hope
of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before
time began” (Titus 1:2). Our hope of eternal life and its promise was there “before time began,” before “the beginning.”
One should not think of Genesis 1:1 as the beginning
of everything, for “in the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” So that
there be no mistake about whom he spoke, the apostle John
added, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of
the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:1, 14).

WHO? “God”
The Bible translates the Hebrew word Elohim here as God.
The significance is that the word is in its plural form. It
is a plural noun, thus hinting to us in the initial verse of
Scripture that God is one pictured as three: Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. Interestingly, the verb created, which follows this noun, is in the singular form, seemingly making
a mockery of grammar. Yet it should be singular in that He
is the great Three in One. We see this truth revealed later in
Genesis 1 when we read, “Let Us make man in Our image”
(Genesis 1:26, emphasis added). And then the following
verse reads, “So God created man in His own image” (v. 27,
emphasis added).
The doctrine of the Trinity is one of the great mysteries of
17
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the Bible. Yet, beginning with this first verse, the idea of the
Trinity is woven throughout the Scripture. It is often illustrated by its similarities to H2O, two parts hydrogen and one
part oxygen. We all know this to be water—a liquid. However, it can also be a solid (ice) or a vapor (steam). Yet, in all
three manifestations, it is still the same in nature: H2O. And
so it is with God manifesting Himself in three persons.

WHAT? “created the heavens and the earth”
There is a huge difference between creating something
and making something. Many of us have made things,
but none of us has ever created anything from nothing. A
cabinetmaker may make a beautiful cabinet out of wood.
However, he is totally unable to create the wood itself. The
Hebrew word from which we translate created in Genesis
1:1 carries with it the connotation that something is created out of nothing.
This physical universe was spoken into existence by God
Himself. Is it possible that, in the entire vast expanse above
us, the solar systems, the constellations, and the measureless space, all having billions of stars moving in clocklike
precision, do so without a master Creator and Designer?
Is it also possible that no one else among the billions of
people presently on the planet has DNA or a thumbprint
quite like yours? And is that kind of creativity and variety
possible without Someone behind it all who sees you as
indescribably valuable?
18
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As you memorize Genesis 1:1 this week, meditate on the
rich meaning of each of these sacred words and remember that those first four words of the Bible determine one’s
personal worldview. Yes, indeed, “In the beginning God!”
Make these four words the lens through which you view
your world.
ç
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2 the

most often
quoted verse
in the bible

“For God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.”
John 3:16

I

f we ever memorize a verse of Scripture, it will most
likely be John 3:16. It is the verse most often heard in
the simplicity and beauty of a little child’s voice proudly
reciting it from memory. It is the one verse showing up on
large placards at football games and other major sporting
events. Those signs are located where television cameras
cannot avoid its message. This is the one verse that has
been spoken by many older saints as they breathed their
final breath. It is the entire gospel in a nutshell.
Angel Martinez, the late evangelist who had memorized
the entire New Testament, referred to John 3:16 as salvation’s
formula and observed that it contained four very insightful
truths. It is the gospel in one verse. It reveals to us salvation’s
cause, its cost, its condition, and its consequence.
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SALVATION’S CAUSE
“For God so loved the world”
The motivating factor behind God’s redemptive plan for
every man and woman is His love for us. He not only loves
us, He so loves us! Later, the apostle Paul sought to describe
this love by speaking of its “breadth, and length, and depth,
and height” (Ephesians 3:18 kjv), “God is love” (1 John
4:16), and this deep emotion is what brings about the possibility of our redemption; knowing Him in the intimate
relationship of Father and child. God’s love for you is the
motivating cause of salvation. “For God so loved . . .”

SALVATION’S COST
“that He gave His only begotten Son”
Our salvation, the free pardoning of our sin, and the promise of abundant and eternal life in Christ did not come
without cost. Freedom is never free; it is always bought with
blood. From the early chapters of Genesis, there is a scarlet
thread woven throughout the pages of Scripture revealing
the blood atonement. It climaxes in the final and complete
sacrifice for sin on a Roman cross outside the city gates
of Jerusalem. Jesus not only spoke of His love for us, “but
God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). Our
salvation in Christ came at a great cost: God “gave His only
begotten Son.”
21

JoshuaCode_INT.indd 21

3/3/12 6:28 PM

SALVATION’S CONDITION
“that whoever believes in Him”
Salvation is not spelled “d-o,” but “d-o-n-e.” Many people,
however, think their own good works are the pathway to
eternal life. Consequently, they do this or do that, or they
don’t do this or don’t do that, all in order to earn salvation. But our salvation is done. It is already purchased for
us with the blood of Christ on the cross. Our part is to
believe, to transfer our trust from ourselves and our own
efforts to His finished work on the cross of Calvary.
To believe does not mean to simply give intellectual
assent to the claims of Christ. It means to transfer our trust
to Him alone for our salvation. The most pointed question
in the entire Bible is asked of the apostle Paul by a Philippian jailer: “What must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30).
Paul’s immediate reply follows in the next verse: “Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.” I believe in
George Washington, but I don’t believe on him; I don’t trust
my life to him. Salvation’s condition is through faith—and
faith alone—in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

SALVATION’S CONSEQUENCE
“should not perish but have everlasting life”
What a consequence! What a promise! Those without
Christ are perishing, but those in Christ have the eternal
promise of “everlasting life.” This comes not from our own
22

JoshuaCode_INT.indd 22

3/3/12 6:28 PM

human efforts, morals, or good deeds, but the promise is
to those who realize that God’s love reaches down to us,
was made possible through the payment of Christ, and is
received by grace through faith alone; believing in the Lord
Jesus Christ.
An unknown, yet wise old sage once explained John 3:16
like this:
For God . . . the greatest Lover
so loved . . . the greatest degree
the world . . . the greatest company
that He gave . . . the greatest act
His only begotten Son . . . the greatest gift
that whoever . . . the greatest opportunity
believes . . . the greatest simplicity
in Him . . . the greatest attraction
should not perish . . . the greatest promise
but . . . the greatest difference
have . . . the greatest certainty
everlasting life . . . the greatest possession
As you memorize this old and oft-repeated verse this
week, meditate on the fact that love is always something
you do and remember that “God so loved the world that
He gave.” Yes, God knows you, loves you, and has a wonderful plan for your life.

ç
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